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| Tov wirr KEEP HIM IN PaRFECT bac waozs. 


C OME there are 1 tht Chriſian world; bobo ersten : 
* even faith in God their Savior; as a uſeleſs thing 3 


religion; 3. nay, reject i it as the offspring of a heated ima- 
gination, and reſolve the whole of that religion, Which 


5 they call rational, into a dry and inſipid morality. 
But, my dear friends, if there be any truth at all in the Oy 

words of my text, faith is not a ſpurious offspring. not e 
the phantom of a heated imagination, but an eee . 
and precious reality. Here it ſtands connect et 
with one of the greateſt of all bleſſings ; with that peace 
of mind, which is worth more than all the poſſeſſions of 

dis world; with the peace of God which paſſeth all 

, and i is. PEE "ou that can make us | 


- underſtand; 
truly happy. 


Let faith then be tos to its proper . 3 5 2 
dignity i in the religious life. Let not the humble Chriſ- | 
tian reje& the needed and friendly aid of this precious 
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principle. Let net the humble Chriſtian caſt away his 5 


confidence in God his Savior, for it hath great recom-"- oy £ 
No; no, the humble ſincere . 
| Civiſiian cannot t think of doing it ; no, he has found i it _ ny 
10 „ 


pence of reward. 
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- * whoſe mind is ſtayed, 
8 God "of his ſalvation. This 18 hat I dare aſſert, 
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E Pleclont to Kr than) 
tried i in the fire, and therefore he would not part with it | 
fora whole world. Here is' the foundation of hope : 
here is the aſſurance of pegce: . Thou it heep kim in 
erfet peace whoſe mind is ayed i TT af 0p 
Ves, as though | the e had ſaid, 1 have 
no doubt at all br this matter. Thou, the Lord 
45 chovah,” with w. m there is everlaſting ſtrength, 15 
know that thou le" Lam "confident that thou wilt. 
« keep him, whoever he be, in peace, in perfect peace, 
wholly ſtayed, on thee the 
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© know-it, I have had joylul e 
al to 2 all Who have 


thüs ap 


1 made the experiment, yea, 1. thus appeal to c 
«himſelf for the truth of it. Thou baſt done it, and thou, 
«wilt finn do i it, for thou art the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day and for ever; the hope, the help, the refuge of 
thy people in all their times of difficulty and - diſtreſs. 
Ves, my” dear Chriſtian friends, this is an important, 4 
e hs an ibis OY and vo Net take me 
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Peace! Methinks there 4 is ſomething! high e ne 
1 ſometk g divinely ſoothing in the word tell > How 
Oo. _ grateful i is peace 1 Outward peace, peace'as it fands op- 
. poſed to ſttife, contention, tumult and War. — peace 
m families, among friends and neighbors, in in the word 
Andi in the church of God , when it can be preſerved 


„ with a. good conſcience, Row much to be deltted! 
„ ard peace, peace of . thit peack and, com. 
5 * which a man enjoys within himſelf, and which = 
may ſubſiſt while all ww him is tumult's — 
eis yet more deſirable. When the word is all 5 
„ in an uproar, when tumult, en and diſcord' . 
„„ on every ſide of us, tien to be ſerene and cn O bor 
. a bleſſing ! But, great as this bleffing is, it 
. falls ſhort, vaſtly ſhort of what is intended in my 
. peace in my text, the peace am to ſpeak 
BA of this! day, is a FG: race. Peace in the 
Lo * conſcience. Peace betwixt God and the foul. Peace 
by ' ariſing from a view of imereſt i in the love and favor _. 
5 of God, which is life, nay better than life elf, to 
= © every ſoul chat enjoys it. Peace, - ari 
„ HOPE of pardoned fin and acceptance with 
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no frac fence i | pl p 
0 diſorder. - But God rial *I, | Fo he; that 


of intereſt | in the great Redeemer, 
t redemption which he purchaſed: at the ex- 
delt of compleat deliverance from fin, from death, fr 
bell; in a Mo on olpett. of t the 6LQRy thas 
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is nq peace: What have 
are like the.troubled Jen, w hich co 
mire: and dirt. The peace of che vickedisafalf 
worſe on many accounts 


ue peace, it hath ia f h nd 
can never deceive uus. 
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| dae en 110 we Net © I ever We have it, it mult 
. 1 $7 3a Ps ark of all being ald dane, 
' from whom every good and Perfect gift co 


i, the Prince of peace: who laid down hi 1 
Life and ſhed his moſt precious blood to procure it for 
%% Yes, He is our peace: his blood fi 22 eth peace, . 
and, when applied to our conſciences, it brings peace into 

our ſouls.— is from the $ ut of God: whoſe office it is 


w:them unto us, and 
our ſpirits that we are the ſons of God 


* 


Sative to ſpeak peace. The bleſſing which was pro- 
bounce by de pen on the the le 1 


God himſelf 22 ever work it in us. It is ns prero- 


[og 115d was ſummed up in theſe remarkable words. 
ones ont | LORD mak 


Go eoſin Wat all — FT „ 
jour bleſſed Lord; himſelf ſaid to his diſciples, and in 
m to: all. that; dhould. believe on his name thiough 


2 


: Peace I leave with . you, my 
3 3 as the world giveth give I ung 
uote Let uot our Heart be troubled, neither let - it 
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A Jets 2008 5 £2 „ 
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c er of the happy man that is poſſeſſed of this great 
bleſſing. My texriays; it ves unge mind 8 u 
on God. Nou wilt Kees , 

mind is eee bee [Now this Weser pong: 
| A tea Ae ere n Co and 
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15 III. This bring us to bender the: deſcription or 


2 8 A 4 finfut' en nay, 1 feel it, th be 
fully 3 that there is no hope nor help for it 


The mind, beaten off from all dependance 


In itfelf, goes forth afier God, goes out to God and 
makes application for help, where it can (only be 


1 and, though deeply ſenſible of its guilt and un- 


= proper tenter, and here will it reſt for ever. 


3 


adly. But further, as the character in the text implies a 


Kay confillence 1 in God, ſo likewiſe a ſupreme affec« 


tion to him. The mind, in great diſtreſs and pers 
piexity, and it may be after many fruitleſs reſearches is — 


| obliged at laſt to fix upon God for there is no ather;-it 


ſees there ig no other refuge. But does it an vpon Gd i 
at laſt, with any diſlike, with any degree of reluctance? 
No, far from i it: here the mind fixes, when it does fix, 
wich entire approbation and complacency. O yes, faith 


receives the object of its confidence with the higheſt ſa - 


tisfaQtion and pleaſure. Tis but for faith to diſcover 


che object, and the mind receives it, cannot but receive 


it, as molt ſuitable and moſt precious. ® Unto you that' be FL 
lebe, ſays the apoſtle, he is precious. O yes, ſupremely: : 


precious, preciouſneſs itſelf. When once the mind is 
* on God, ſlayed on Chriſt, there it fixes with 


| . | cordial 
4 5 Fat l. 7. A 


4 


worthineſs, yet encouraged by the word and promiſe of 
„by the righteouſneſs and blood, by the compaſſion . 
=& grace of a dying Savior, rejoices in hope -of - 
Eternal life, fixes on the foundation which. God hath 
laid, fixes on God himſelf as its all-ſufficient refuge ; and 

ion, and cannot li ve without him. No, here the 
* finds Tolid ground, and here it is determined to fix ; 
 kifelf. And thus, perhaps, after long perplexity: and 
doubt, after great uncertainty and diſtreſs, it is brought to 


— 


N 


_ whoſe mind is thus ſtayed on God, and you ſhew me 


8 TR dine. 5 1 hate. OR mY 


mind fix ſelf, where can it 'be Raye. but on God | 5 


Where e can it find an adequate portion but in him? 


_ May it not challenge the whole world to give it ſatis- | 


- faQtion ? Are there any ſolid grounds of hope, comfort 
or happineſs but in God? No, there cannot be; the body, 
the vile body, may be pleaſed pampered png Mt bg 
in the enjoyment of fenfible odjekts; but What becomes 
of the mind ? The body 3 is pleaſed and p ar 
e mind is flarved, impoveriſhed and N 
Thus the mind is ſhy ed on God, in each confd ence , 


* "ſupreme affefion. And, 1 may add, as far as this 


feady confidence, and this ſupreme affetion prevail, 
- fo far there is peace within. O yes, ſhew me the man 


* 


the nian that has peace in his Toul, you. bew me 


man Who"! is roly bappy. And this brings: us, ii 1 8 


5 2 ona 


10 . To conſider the certainty of this great 1 i 
bleſſed” aſſurance we have of it in my text. Thou will, 
Tarn ſure of it, as though the prophet had ſaid, T 
wilt keep” him in Perfect Peace whoſe mind i is flayed on thee. 
Ves, my friends, it is an important, a comfortable and 
à certain truth. And ſhould you aſk from hence this 
_ confidence" might ariſe. I anfwer,—1ft. from the na- 
ture and reaſon of the thing itfelf. Can the mind of a a 
| good man have peace and not be ſtayed on God? As 
well may the ancient mountains, the everlaſting hills fland 
without a foundation. And, on the other hand, can 
the mind be ſtayed on God and yet not have peace ? As 


| well may the ſun ſhine in all its meridian luftre without 


; Jght'in'the firmament of heaven. Theſe things God 
"mu Joh together, and! it is l that Hey, ſhould 


555 
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| pere, but : | 
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| ever be . "I PAY e The ped. 


| Phet might have this confidence, not only from the na- 


ture and reaſon of the thing itſelf, but likewiſe from the 
'word of God, nay from the ſpirit of inſpiration which 
he had from God. © * Great peace have they that love thy 
law and nothing ſhall offend them. Caſt thy burden on 
the Lord and he will fe Main thee, commit thy way to the 
Lord, and he will give thee the de leere of thy heart, truſt 

| alfo i in him and he will bring it to paſs. © They that truſt | 
in the Lord ' ſhall be as Mount Sion, that cannot be .moved, 


but abideth for ever. Theſe, and many other declarations 


to this purpoſe, 1 were found on ſacred record long before | 
our prophet was born; and here he was directed by the 
Spirit of God to add, the yet more expreſs declaration in 
the words of my text. And ſurely the word of God is a 
fuffrient foundation for confidence i in all ages of the 
world. Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, hut the word 
- of the Lord abideth for eyer.—Qnce more gdly.) The 
5 prophet might haye this confidence, not only from the 
nature and reaſon of the thing itſelf, not only from the 
word of God, and the ſpirit of revelation; which he 
had from God, but what was ſtill more with reſpect to 
himſelf, he 8 it, no doubt, from his own experience. 
The prophet had his trials and exerciſes as well as other 
men, he was a man ↄfſorrows and acquainted wich grief, but 
he was a good man, his mind was ſtayed on God and he 

: had peace in his ſoul; Fas ea he could ſay. T will truſt, and 
not be afraid; for the Lord Jehovah ts my firength and 

_ my ſong, fie alſo is become my ſalvation. 4. le had 
therefore teſtimony to this great truth in his own breaſt, 

nor could he doubt of it without offering violence ta rea- 
_ fon, feripture, and the feelings of his own mind, And 
this Tee has been confirmed in the experience of good 


5 8 : 25 8.” B 2 . people 
* Platms exix. 66.—lx. a il. gc, 1. A 1 Xit, * 


* 


— 


'Y 


Lure to 2 . witneſs ta it in the heart felt expe: 
| Yience of every good man on the face of the earth ; 1 and, 
hope, in that of many, very many, that hear me 630 

1 day. I am not talking to you my friends of | ſome; ſt 6 
= thiog, ſome pointofabſtruly ſpeculatign, but of: that which : 
Enters into the life, the feelings, the heart and ſoul 
=. every real Chriſtian, f in the whole world. Here 
"then is the foundation. of hope; here is the aſſur- 
ace of peace. Nes wilt 1 25 an e . wm 
Gap ip thee. 0: 


was eminently fee in the experience « of our 1 


_ Heceafed friend. It afforded her great ſupport, not only 
"when under her firſt religious impreſſions, but. frequent- ? 
lyafterwards ; and w was e bleſſed to her he : 
"ub illneſs. 
Mrs. Euang, the Friend whoſe loſk we this day deplore, 
was the only daughter « of the Rev. Mr. Jo/c ph Jeffries, 
ol Taunton in Somer/etſhire, She was left an orphan 
when a child; but her education Was, nevertheleſs, truly : 
pious: and, through that diſtinguiſhing grace which ſhe N 
was ever ready to admire and adore, ſhe became. truly 
religious i in early youth. She Was baptized and admit - 
ted to Chriſtian ſellowſhip in the church of Chriſt at. 
. Fexyſtore i in Worce Nerſtrre, about the middle of the ear 5 
i; 1760. And, bleſſed be God, ſhe was enabled to main- 
fat tain and adorn the Shri, charater and rofeſſion tq 
the end of life. : 
Inn che ſpring of 6 year 1768, the 3 axiabla 
and pious conſort of your preſent miniſter, whoſe heart iy 
por ſo deeply affected with his loſs —His loſs, and hat of 


. n Wer Fe low eh aps, is iner 
"ow 


3 it appears | to/us, us, is not any tobe mentioned 
"wk her-gain,. 


. Sc of cur” amiable Erd ee T 


eren, would be to violate the will of the dead. Hep 
modeſt requeſt was, Let nothing he ſaid of me. Only 
J leave. this as my teſtimony for the honor of God and 
n religion. and for the eneouragement of my friends and 
fellow Chriſtians. Cod has been very good to me in 


* this affliction; 3 Jeſus Chriſt more precious to me than 


. deri and, I hops Fenz. Love Son afflieti 

** W. e 

e af wil ſhe FE Ee very 
| Jaft: but often regretted that the ſhortneſs. of her breath 
| would not permit her to ſpeak. mare of her beloved 
Redeemer and Savior; and yet, bleſſed be. God, 
ſhe was enabled to ſpeak much of him, and to ex- 
bes very fully, the W and hops | ſhe found i in 


15 ill doubtleſs be pleaſing. to many of you, my en 
| to hear ſome of thoſe pious expreſſions that dropped ' 
- Gow her dying lips. I yill give them to you ; and God 
| they may bg bleſſed to every. foul of us. © 
Not long before her death, ſhe ſaid to ber e 
| friend; 56.0 cannot boaſt of thofe extraordinary elevati- 
A ons which ſome have oxperienced, but 1 have mward ' 
: peace, and the enemy is kept from diſturbing me.—I 

tt am calm and reſigned; glory, glory be to God for it. 

te He keepeth me, 'tis R keeps me in perfect peace." 
At another time, My fleſh and my heart do indeed 
ſe now faint and fail, but God is the firength of my heart, 
{t and I hope will be my portion for ever.” And again, 


5 Was ee feyer w Was- g 8 5 25 and her breath was . 


\ 


* 
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nn a 
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Ack nn ith a duale l cbuntenance, W 
laid, # What is all this if glory is to follow: 7 And on 
the other hand, What a ſad thing i it would be now, in 

my circumſtances, to be'a ſtranger to Chriſt, and the 


A way ol falvation!” But ſo far was this from being her 


-caſe, that ſhe knew in whom ſhe had believed, and fre- 
quently expreſſed a longing defire to be delivered from 5 


the bondage of corruption, thatſhe mightbe ever with the 


Lord. She had much pleaſure in her contemplations on 


theſe words, # Our conver /ation-is in heaven, from whence 5 
alſo we look for the Savior. the Loxn Jzsvs CurisrT „ 


who ſhall change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned like 


unto his glorious body, according to'the working whereby he 


ls able eren is fubdur ali things to himſelf+—=And faid, with - 
remarkable joy, when they were repeated to her, 0 


« yes, and I long to be fubduec At another time, 


| ſhe ſaid, 4 I hope Chriſt is more and! more precious to 


£ me, He is my wiſdom, .my righteouſneſs, my ſanc- 


£108 * tification, and, I truſt, will be my complete redemp- 


d. tion. And * alter a | ſhort "paufe, the repeated 
. ene lines; 1 OY : 2 


0 1 falt natire” 8 ; ended be! . 
i. ay frown with terror fills my heart; = 
Ho ſhall I bear the fatal 8 
188 5 OR muſt yl Tour and 8 part 5 5 


a *s * 


; = __ my 1 ad my y God, 5 = ELLE : v7 
 - To Thee my trembling ſpirit flies; 5 5 


"I merits, Thy atoning blood, 

8 Sina: * _w_ ſoul relies. 15 
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1 Alen days alter this ſhe ſaid, < 1 am now « fully cone? 
« vinced my diſſolution draweth nigh, and, I hope; my 
4 compleat. redemption. . 1 have been much revived 

6 with the ſecret. hope. of it this day.“ At another. 
time, 1 have bad many. privileges, but have made a 
very poor improvement of them, I have been but an 
« unprofitable ſervant, yet God bas. preſerved. me hi- 
. therto, I haye not been. ſeparated from Chriſt in lifez- 
| «and, 1 hope, I ſhall not in death. O, the many ſWweet 
4 hours T have enjoyed in worſhip! God is faithful. 
At another time, when ſhe was almoſt worn out wih 
the fever, and panting. for. breath, her deareſt friend; : 
faid to her, « Your God does not leave you; ſhe im- 
mediately replies with an emphaſis, * No! nor my 
dear Redeemer!” And again, when he further ad 8 
f Wer A Chriſt i is your: all in all,” ſhe breaks e : 


1 Thou art precious to 1575 foul, 4 LY 
5 . 5353 My treaſure and my truſt, Pe: = NAM Fg 2 | 
At 3 time, when reminded: of that ref which 15. | 
mained for her in heaven, ſhe replies, „ N 
W bleſſed hour! O bright abodet' tl 


I ſhall be like, and ſee my God!” © EPS 


| She eee ſpoke of the words of our Land- a 83 
ing afforded her ſtrong conſolation, 7 gre unto them, 
i eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh.” | | 
On the laſt Lord's day ſhe ſpent on earth, bill told | 
cha one of the ſubjects inſiſted on that day was, + « Un-. 


4 40% thy law had been my delight, 1 ſhould then have per-. 
led i in my aſfiction;“ ſhe replied, Ves, 1. * 
* have ſunk into deſpair:* and again, * God is very 

« good to me: and to her neareſt relation, © O give 
**hanks to God for that great compoſedneſy which 1 


7 enjoy. 
j Fo en Flas caix, 92. 5 


Lam not deceiving myſelf,” And when her friend 
ſaid to her, * You have not let go your hold on | Chrift,” | 
She anſwered with remarkable energy, No, 1 find 
. eee — . md I believe be will . 


ty: ; her e defired to tube ne 
adit hymn of the collection read to her, entitled 
til precious to them. that belizve, and was much re- 
edel ey . The morning of the day on which the 


- _ . died, the ſignified to her neareft friend, that it was her 


| defire that he would attend the public worſhip on on 
1 day, and on being told that the fubjett to be inſiſted on 
Was, % And for an helmet the” hope of ſalvation,” ſhe in- 
 tmated that ſhe found it to be an helmet indeed) And 
the awful event of that day proved it to be ſo; for thonglt | 


5 ſhe found dying work to be hard work, as ſhe once 


expreſſed it in the agonies of death, yet ſhe was carried 
chrough! it with ſurpriſing compoſure and comfort. 1A 
About half an hour before the awful moment came 875 
he turned to her heareſt relative who was ſtill fitting b 
ber, and ſaid tö him; O pray for me!” he replied, 
Lu have and do, and Chriſt prays for you; and prayer 
has been heard for you; but I hope, my dear, you 
are not uneaſy or diſtreſſed ? Jeſus has not leſt you?” 
She anſwered immediately with firmnefs and joy, No! 
which was the laſt word ſhe ever [poke. Her breath + 
from this time grew ſhorter and ſhorter apace, till at; 
length ſhe placidly fell aſleep in Jeſus, bearing teſtimony” 
With her dying lips, to the truth and efficacy of the 
promiſe in my text, Thou i e 5 
| * mind 15 is ftayed on thee. je wo 
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"this great tru! 


70 805 is it info; ay arg ; friends 17 Xa ai 5 os. 8 
4 add die in the full affurance, in the joyful experience of 5 
1? Let this then reconcile you to that . 
ful providence with which you have been viſited. Can 
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there be a more reviving thought? Ean there be a moers e 


ſolid foundation for joy ? Receive it ten, as © the bm 
* of all your wounds, the cordial of your care.“ Dry . 
| your tears, 21 friends, and n mourn no more. IO _ pes os 


it is ; not ot final : in a Lite time you | ſhall meet againg „ 


meet i in the realms of Peace, meet to part no more. Dry 


0 your tears then, my Chriſtian friends, and do not PSS 
mourn and be diſconſolate; or if you mourn, let it be 
only for yourſelves, that you are left behind, and that 
_ you are not more prepared to enter with her into wy : 


_ Joys of your Lord. Again, „ wk; . * ob 
Is it fo? Have we that foundation of has thi ths. 


- ance of peace which my text affords ? © then, let us * . 


bleſs God and be thankful for i i. How little do we de- 


ſerve it! How greatly do we need it! By nature and © 
ſin we are deſtitute of this balmy bleſſing ; nay, utter 5 
ſtrangers to it; and, what is more, muſt have been 
eternally miſerable without it: if you have it, my 
friends, tis worth more than the Whole world, and you S 


can never never be ſufficiently thankful for it! | 
« "Lhe. bleſſing i is from God; it is the gift of God, the 
a of Chriſt, the purchaſe of his blood; look to him 


for it then; in vain do vou look for it any where elſe, 1 
el if he is not your 


in vain do you cry Peace! Peac 
Nothing but the application of the peace- 
e blood of the 


Ky? into Pu ſouls, 
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Lord 2 can N this e * 


. TE _” - = And I aſl ni not for the whole world, no, let me ſay it 
oh. again, Iwould not for the whole world that one ſoul of : 
St you ſhould live and die without 5 . * 0 5 


* 1 . 4 1 £ 5 „ 


ESVUS, 1 love thy armi 1 5 „ 
Tis muſic to my ear; „ + VV 
- Fain would I ſound it out fo loud, op eh M; 
That earth and heaven might hea, i a 1 


ve thou en we fol, 5 
ow to thee are ae e . 
And gold is ſordid duſt. öß)² 


Nor to my eyes is light ſo VE „ | 
"Nor friendfkip half fo fret. bo WWùoikl | 


- . 1 


1 y grace ſhall dwell upon my hi 6 | 
And ſhed it's e there; R | 
he nobleſt balm of all it's "Seu 
- The cordial of it's care. 
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In ſpeak the honons of ary fo „„ _ 
With my laſt laboring VV 


"7 * * 
FUNERAL RATION. 


rw, my friends, the ravages a death hath 


made, and is ſtill making in our ſinful, miſerable _ 


and dying world ! Our fathers, where are they, and | 
the prophets, the wiſeſt and beſt of men amongſt us, 
do they live forever? No, here they lie ;—the hoary 
head and the infant of days, the bond the free, the rich 
and poor together, here they lie undiſtinguiſhed in 
the duſt of death. All the paſt generations of men are 
gone from our world, they are gone to an awful eter- 
nity ! And all the men of the preſent generation are go- 


ing after as faſt as the tide of time can carry them. 5 
death, what art thou doing! Thoufands of our fellow * _ 
mortals fall by thy relentleſs hand,—they fall by thou- . 


ſands every day, on. every ſide of us! Here the parent 
and there the child, the infant ſnatched from the breaſt 
of the fond mother: here the huſband and there the” 
wife, —all the tender ties of nature, friendſhip © and 
religion diſſolved in the cold arms of death! What 
painful ſeparation of deareſt friends and relations, what 
awful breaches in mourning families, what heart- 
rending grief, what complicated ſorrow and diſtreſs, 
O cruel death! may we not lay to thy charge And 
wilt thou 1 never relent, ſhall thy ravages never have an 


9 never while there. is a * ſoul on * 
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= s of dharh, ns and ek it comes, 1s 7 


i * fear 447, To the winked itas indeed jultly terrible |— 
It puts an end to all their hopes and enjoyments in the 
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. wreak ty vengeance! Fe F 


the ſtroke of God. Death, powerful as it is, can do 


nothing without him od, my en 16 * dale 


* . 
© 4 


pac in life and death.) TV 


4 Tis, HE that iſa 3 bn, 
Or links wem in . ne 


5 12 it i is * chat d life to all ak lin, 5 fend, 
eth death to all that die. And do we not all deſerve to 


0 cal Is it not fit and reaſonable that we ſhould die? 
Les, it cannot be otherwiſe; we have all ſinned, and 


wages of fin is death. The apoſtacy from the God 
of our life Was early, and it is univerſal; it began i in 


dur firſt parents, and has been continued i in every indi- 
5 vidual of their poſterity to this day. We e i WER 


as” therefore we muſt all „ 10 8 
But, what is death, that the good man ſhould 


_ Preſent world, and opens to them an alarming proſpe& 
ol the future. | But to the good man, to the real Chriſ.- 
tian, it is not ſo. No, to him it is a meſſenger for good; 

it puts an end to all his pain anxiety and ſorrow : and,. 
| for the moſt. part, he meets it with tompolure—Yex, 


u mark the perſect man, and behold the upright, forthe 


end of that man is peace. '—Nay, more than that, 1 

| Heard a voicę ſaying unto me, „Write,“ let it be re- 

r ee n een n 
te * | 


be 5 AE thi ak thaw's enter into _ =. 
Works do follow them, and they are ever, ever with 


dhe Lord! Their removal, whether early. or late in life, 
is a loſs to us, and te the world which. it caungt well 


bear e are lothe, exceeding lothe to part with them; 


ve wiſh. and pray for their continuance with us z 


of us: not to mourn on ſuch occaſions, not to mourn 


indeed over this grave, not to water the precious duſt 3 
we haye committed to it, not to mingle. our tears Win 


pur diſconſolate friends that ſurround it, would argue 
5 inſenſibility, unworthy. of, I Was going to ſay. in- 


. conſe rent with the Chriſtian character! Jeſus wept over 
the grave of his friend Lazarus! And ſhall we not weep 


over this grave? Tis a debt we owe the pious dead, 


and God forbid that we ſhould withhold it She is 
gone from our world, and the places that once knew _ 
ber in the family, in the cloſet. and in the houſe f 


God, ſhall know her no more: but her, more thi 


maternal tenderneſs; her conjugal affection and 5 
—her patience in ſuffering ;—the ſerenity. and eompo- 


ſure, the fortitude, the chearfulneſs, yea the longing 
_ deſire with which ſhe received the cold hand of death 
hall not be forgotten! She is gone from our world, 


5 but we have confidence, we cannot doubt but ſhe i | 


| gone to a better world; and therefore, though we mourg 
_ pver this grave, we. do not, we cannot mourn as thoſe 
without hope. She is gone from our world, ſhe is 
(ley andeton the Tah ſhore of, ie And ſhall | 


we eling to their dear remains; — ve mourn; over their 
precious duſt ;—and we mangle. our tears over their . 
tombs. And ought we not to do ſo? Yes, verily, Das . 
tural affectian, friendſhi, nay religion itſelf requires i 
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| 3 5 © buried all your comfort i in this. grave Vo have 


. 3 = 5 leſt behind her, the olive branches round about your 
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If * : — 7 the fruit of the olive ſhould fail, though the Sd i: 
iel ſhould yield no meat and there ſhould be no herd 1 


= - 1 gives, + 2: | Heffed be his me, mY Fn 


e. ran we LT for er pr No, chat would % 
_ - Impiety, that would be barbarity indeed! She is gong 
dio that bleſſed world where ſhe wiſhed to be, and 5 „ 
of which the could never have been compleatly happy, __ we 
And in this we ought, , 1 e ; 51 8 Bag 17 15 80 8 
I * 235 tak 1 8 
Think not then my Jo friend and EEE] that you. 


— 


Jun yourdeareſt friend and relative, and we know that = 
Pon loſs is great; but great as it is, it bears no propor- 


5 3 Bien to her gain. You have loſt the partner of your life 
= und forrows, with whom perhaps you once fondly 

5 Ae that you ſhould have deſcended the vale of life 

= Z With equal ſteps; dut God determined otherwife. Lou 5 
5 33 "Fee the hand of God, I know. you ſee i it, and, though . 
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© © table, theſe may yet floriſh! I pray God that they may 


© _ floriſh, and grow up to be the ſupport and comfort of | 
=: you declining years! But fhould theſe be blaſted, and 


_ blaſted they may be, yet your hope will be in Cod! 
Wes, my friend, though the figtree fhould not bloſſom, 


in the ſtall, though all your outward ſprings of comfort 1 ner 2 oy 
„ „ i ud be dried up, 1 it vin be . pg p 1 
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d, , and joy i in © as 
7our bation. Mics my and, ts ſolid rock, 
' ſufficient for your ſupport, caſ 
_ on it; commit your way to the. Lord, truſt alſo in him 
will bring 1 it to paſs,” * F 

And now, my dear friends, i it be our great concern, 
not only to acknowledge the hand of God in this moe 
| Vidence, but to improve it, . Conſider the uncertainty,” 
the abſolute uncertainty, and utter vanity of all worldly 
enjoyments.—Enter 1 into the true ſpirit of living, Which 

is the ſpirit of dying: let us all confeſs that we are flran- 
gers and pilgrims on earth as all our pious fathers | 
were; and let us ſeek as they did a better country, that 
is, an heavenly. Bleſs God, my friends, that you are 
not left in this world of ſin ſorrow and death, without 
 hopel—No, there is a bleſſed hope ſet beſore) you; life and 
a bleſſed immortality are brought to light in the goſpel of | 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And Jet it be our great concern 
to enter into the true ſpirit of the goſpel, for this 1 am 

. confident will be the moſt powerful. means to ſet us for- 
ward in the great work of life, a ſerious preparation for 
death, judgment and eternity. But, perhaps, there max 
be ſome here preſent that never felt, that are utter 
ſtrangers to the power and grace of the goſpe! 
. Forged to death? On the brink of the grave? On 
the verge of an awful eternity ?—And yet ſtrangers, utter 
1 to the power and hope and 
Ho deplorable your ſtate — The light ſhines round. 
_ hou + Nog but i it may be * will not receive it, your. 7 
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_—_— Yes, my dear friends, all your hope and all your falva- 
uon is imit.Vou know, and this is the whole goſpel, 


HS world of ours, as to ſend his only begotten Son to 
1 po < © bring them nigh to God by the precious blood of his 


1 me intreat you all, guilty and unworthy as you are; 
' come, let us look to Jeſus the great captain of our ſal- 


1 by Him. Come, truſt in this almighty and only Savior, 
= apply to his righteouſneſs and blood, devote yourſelves 

5 to his ſervice and glory, and then you may be confident 
that ſhould your bodies die to-morrow, or this very 
night, yaur ſouls ſhall live for ever. Ves, and he will 


F 


his on moſt glorious body; and, in that day, this 
mortal, which we have now committed to this grave, ſhall 
put on immortality, and this corruptible incorruption !-—» 


fin, and death, and hell, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt F 
12 him be glory for ever and ever, Amen. 
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w , I am et there are ſome, 1 EY 1 
. there are many who hear me to night, that have felt the = he pk 
© power, and that now rejoice in the grace of che goſpel : 11 


5 you know that * God ſo loved this guilty and miſerable 
e ſuffer and die, the juſt ſor the unjuſt, that he might 


. amazing grace and love! — Come then, let 


vation, who was made perfect through ſufferings, He is 
able to ſave, to the very uttermoſl, all that come to God 


chang your vile bodies too, and faſhion them like to 


Thanks be to God then, who giveth us the victory over 
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